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The Prince William Board of County
Supervisors chairman has used taxpayer
money to mail postcards about a meeting
on a resolution to crack down on illegal
immigration, angering board colleagues
and others.

The postcard, from Corey A. Stewart
(R), calls on residents to voice their opin-
ions on the controversial resolution be-
fore and during a meeting Tuesday. The
board will vote on funding and “imple-
menting its policy to crack down on ille-
gal immigration and cut off taxpayer-
funded services to illegal aliens,” accord-
ing to the postcard.

Stewart used more than $30,000 from
his discretionary fund to pay for the mail-
ing, according to county documents. The
board chairman gets $27,500 a year to
spend on anything he wants, from fur-
nishing his office to hiring part-time
workers to donating to charities and non-
profit groups. The other board members
get $47,500 apiece annually. Any unspent
money rolls over to the next year. The
board generally votes on expenditures
from a supervisor’s fund, and the money

more often than not goes to a favorite
charity.

Even members of Stewart’s party ques-
tioned the use of taxpayer money for pub-
licizing a vote on an issue that is key to
the chairman’s reelection. Stewart faces
voters Nov. 6 and has made the illegal-
immigration crackdown his signature is-
sue. The postcard says it is from Stewart
and does not mention other supervisors.

“If this is on the up-and-up, it is prob-
ably close to the line. I wouldn’t have
done it. It looks like electioneering,” said
Supervisor W. S. Covington III (R-Brents-
ville). 

Stewart said he was concerned that the
board would again delay a vote on wheth-
er to implement the resolution.

“The reality is I feel the vote is in jeop-
ardy, and I believe it is my duty to . . .
keep my constituents informed about key
votes coming up in front of the board,”
said Stewart, who said he followed all
county procedures and is confident he did
nothing improper.

If approved, the resolution would deny
certain services to illegal immigrants and
fund new police procedures to increase
immigration checks.

“I’m not going to delay this. I’m not go-

ing to defer it. I’m not going to be intimi-
dated, and I’m not going to back down.
They need to face the voters,” Stewart
said. “I just don’t have faith in them to do
the right thing unless there is an impend-
ing election.”

Some residents who received the post-
card also were upset that county money,
and not Stewart’s campaign fund, was
used. “I’ve lived in the county for over
20 years. I have never received this sort of
mailer before. Never,” said Mildred Cruz-
Friedman, 59, a retired school principal.
“This guy has some nerve.”

Julie Phillips, 50, a Woodbridge resi-
dent who said she is against the resolu-
tion, agreed. “I read that [as] telling me
which way to voice my opinion on the res-
olution, not to voice my opinion,” she
said. “You look at it, and it just doesn’t
seem right.”

Other board members also questioned
the use of the discretionary fund. 

Supervisor Maureen S. Caddigan (R-
Dumfries), who supports Stewart’s oppo-
nent in the election, said she was “ap-
palled” when she saw the notice and said,
“We are being bullied into doing some-
thing. . . . This is terrible. This is not how
we govern.”

Supervisor John D. Jenkins (D-Neab-
sco) wondered why Stewart did not tell
the board before the mailing went out, as
is the usual custom. “Citizens saw it be-
fore the board members saw it. . . . Over
the past few years, we always announced
an intent if we were going to use dis-
cretionary funds,” he said. Establishing a
public hearing and advertising in the local
newspaper would have been a better use
of public funds, he said. 

The county’s cable station and printing
press are two other cheap ways of in-
forming the public, said Vice Chairman
Martin E. Nohe (R-Coles). “I don’t think
there are a whole lot of people in the
county who aren’t aware we are dis-
cussing immigration policy,” said Nohe,
questioning the value of the mailing.

Sharon Pandak, Stewart’s Democratic
opponent in the upcoming election,
agreed and said, “This is clearly an at-
tempt to get him individual name recogni-
tion before the public using taxpayer
monies when he ought to be using cam-
paign monies.”

Pandak and several others complained
to Commonwealth’s Attorney Paul B. Eb-
ert (D), who said he would appoint a spe-
cial prosecutor to avoid a conflict of inter-

est. 
Stewart said that the controversy is

typical of election-year politics, and that
Ebert is trying to intimidate him. “I can’t
believe it is lawful for him to use his posi-
tion to intimidate one of his political
foes,” he said.
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Prince William County board Chairman Corey
A. Stewart (R) used tax funds to mail
information about a meeting on a resolution
to crack down on illegal immigration.
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For years, members of Christ Congre-
gational Church in Silver Spring have
wanted to fix up the old brick farmhouse
they use for retreats and summer camps.

But they held off on repairs to the West
Virginia building because money was
tight.

Now the church will be able to pay for
the renovations thanks to a stroke of luck:
the discovery of a valuable oil painting at
first thought to be trash.

Last month, at the end of a bidding war
at Weschler’s auction house on E Street
NW, that long-neglected canvas — identi-
fied as “View of Mt. Katahdin From the
West Bank of the Penobscot River”
(1870) by Virgil Macey Williams — sold
for $90,000.

The canvas shows an untroubled land-
scape, a man and his dog in a canoe, the
tints of autumn foliage, and a peaceful rip-
pling river set against the backdrop of a
mountain in the sun.

The dusty painting was found by
church members and volunteers cleaning
out the farmhouse in Yellow Springs in
1973. Mary Ann Peterson, a member,
thought the painting might be worthless,
but rather than toss it, she took it home
and slid it under her couch.

That same year, Peterson’s husband,
curious about the painting, took it to the
Smithsonian Institution in hopes of learn-
ing more about the piece and its creator.

William H. Truettner, a specialist in
19th-century American paintings, was
able to authenticate the painting. 

It turns out the painting was created by
Williams (1830-86), who was not a major
artist, although he was a busy one. And,
as the curator had recognized, Williams’s
view of the wilds of Maine tied the painter
to a telling episode in American art his-
tory.

At a time when the painters of Paris
were leaving their city studios to paint in
the forests near Barbizon, their more
conservative American contemporaries
were doing much the same, departing
Boston and New York to find inspiration

in the untouched lands of
Maine.

Many important artists
— Frederic Edwin Church,
his teacher Thomas Cole
and, most famously, Wins-
low Homer — made the
journey. After the Civil
War, when Virginia’s con-
tribution to the founding of
the nation seemed to bear
the stain of slavery and re-
bellion, the hard granite of
New England and all that it
represented (the Mayflow-
er, the Pilgrims, the first
Thanksgiving) was pre-
ferred as the rock on which
the nation was built. Wil-

liams’s view of an Indian canoe in Maine’s
wilderness reflects that change in the na-
tional narrative.

Williams was a member of New Eng-
land’s art establishment. He had studied
at Brown University and in Paris and
Rome, and, after returning to Boston, had
taught drawing at Harvard University.
His pictures of Italian scenes are much
less sought after than his American land-
scapes. The year after he painted “Mt. Ka-
tahdin,” he moved west to direct the new
San Francisco School of Design, where he
left a distinct mark on California land-
scape painting.

With the knowledge that they had a
“real” work of art on their hands, church
members paid Robert Scott Wiles at the
Corcoran Gallery of Art $1,000 to clean

and conserve the 26-by-40-inch canvas.
The church then donated it to Truettner’s
museum, now the Smithsonian American
Art Museum, where it was displayed
among the New England landscapes until
1996, when the museum, no longer hav-
ing space to display it, returned it to the
church.

From the American Art Museum, “Mt.
Katahdin” went to the Mansion at Strath-
more in Rockville, where it was exhibited
for 10 years before the church decided to
sell it last month.

Wechsler’s pre-sale estimate was
$30,000.

“It was amazing,” said the Rev. Sandy
Dodson, associate minister of the 700-
member congregation. “We almost threw
the painting away.”

“People love what America looked like
back in the 19th century,” said Virginia
Weschler of the auction house. The bid-
ding was high, she said, because the
painting “had a little history and had been
on display at the Smithsonian for 22
years.”

“Much to our delight, the bidding went
up and up,” Weschler said. “It was won-
derful, because we know that the church
will put the money to wonderful use.”

The auctioneers charge an 8 percent
commission. After that deduction, the Re-
treat House Restoration Fund received
$82,800. 

The buyer, who wished to remain
anonymous, told one church member that
the painting would be donated to the Col-
by College Museum of Art in Maine.

SILVER SPRING CHURCH

A $90,000 Blessing Almost
Sent Out With the Trash 

COURTESY OF WESCHLER’S

Virgil Macey Williams’s view of an Indian canoe in Maine’s untouched wilderness is part of a telling episode in American art history.
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Church members and volunteers found the painting while
cleaning out a West Virginia farmhouse in 1973.

R. Beecher ‘Rufus’ Butts
Camp Owner

R. Beecher “Rufus” Butts, 95,
who owned and operated a Lay-
tonsville summer camp for almost
40 years, died of pneumonia Oct. 1
at Our Family Assisted Living in
Mount Airy, Md. He also had Alz-
heimer’s disease.

Camp Waredaca, a horse-riding
and outdoor recreation camp, at-
tracted some of the big names in
the Washington area before they
grew into adult-size shoes. Lee
Radziwill and Sylvester Stallone
were among the campers. 

Mr. Butts tried a number of busi-
nesses and occupations, but the
camp he started in 1932 was his
main occupation and remains in the
family. 

A native of Muskogee, Okla.,
where he was a Cub Scout, Boy
Scout and Eagle Scout by the age of
14, Mr. Butts received an appoint-
ment to the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point. He and a friend built
a car and drove to New York, but
when he arrived, the school discov-
ered he was colorblind, and he was
not admitted. He moved to Annapo-
lis in hopes of getting into the U.S.
Naval Academy, but the same afflic-
tion kept him out of that school. 

He worked as a night watchman
at the old Shoreham Hotel while at-
tending classes at George Washing-
ton University. He worked at a Boys
Club, played the euphonium in the
first Redskins band in 1937 and
taught at several private schools.
He was a partner in a pre-stressed
concrete business in Rockville dur-
ing the 1950s. 

While Camp Waredaca was get-
ting established, Mr. Butts was of-

ten frustrated by the financial chal-
lenge of starting a business. “He
would say people would pay him
more to walk their dogs than to
take care of their kids,” said a
daughter, Susanne B. Shackelford
of Purcellville.

Mr. Butts was a past member of
the Civitan Club in Bethesda and a
member of the Civil Air Patrol dur-
ing and after World War II. He flew
a variety of small aircraft, piloting a
Cessna into his mid-80s, then
switching to an ultralight plane un-
til he was 90. 

He was a member of St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Olney and of
the American Camping Associa-
tion. He played softball and volley-
ball after his retirement in 1970 and
was a member of the Goshen Hunt
until his mid-80s. 

His wife of 67 years, Marian
Moore Hamblin Butts, died in
2002.

Survivors, in addition to Shack-
elford, include three other children,
David H. Butts of Libertytown, and
Marian Jane Staehle and Robert B.
Butts, both of Laytonsville; 10
grandchildren; and eight great-
grandchildren. 

— Patricia Sullivan

Pauline M. Cover
NIH Chemist

Pauline Mary Cover, 76, who
worked for the National Institutes
of Health for 25 years as a research
chemist, died of congestive heart
failure Sept. 19 at the Wilson
Health Care Center of Asbury
Methodist Village in Gaithersburg.

At NIH, Mrs. Cover conducted
research on the effects of drugs on
the brain. She retired in 1991.

She was born in Wilkes-Barre,
Pa. She graduated from College Mi-
sericordia in Pennsylvania, and she
attended the Robert Packer Hospi-
tal School of Medical Technology,
where she completed a one-year
program. 

Mrs. Cover moved to the Wash-
ington area in 1955. She conducted
research for the pharmacology de-
partment at Georgetown Univer-
sity’s Medical and Dental School in
the 1960s. 

She was a member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Rockville.

Her first husband, Raymond Pat-
rick, died in 1966. Her husband of
33 years, Richard G. Cover Sr., died
in 2003. 

Survivors include a daughter
from her first marriage, Kathryn Ja-
niga of Sykesville, Va.; five children
from her second husband’s first
marriage, Kathleen Compher and
Lawrence Cover, both of Frederick,
Laura Smallwood and James Cover,
both of Haymarket, and Richard
Cover Jr. of Gaithersburg; a broth-
er, Paul Yarrish of College Park; 12
grandchildren; and a great-grand-
daughter. 

— Patricia Sullivan

James L. Glymph
Army Colonel

James L. Glymph, 93, a retired
Army colonel and land developer,
died of organic brain syndrome
Sept. 30 at his home in Arlington. 

Col. Glymph served 30 years in
the Army, enlisting in 1939 and re-
tiring in 1968. He served as a re-
cruiter, then entered Officer’s Can-
didate School at Fort Benning, Ga.,
in 1942 and was later inducted into
its hall of fame. He served in Italy as

a major with the 365th Regimental
Combat Team of the 92nd Infantry
Division, the Buffalo Soldiers. 

Col. Glymph was the adjutant at
the Port of Bremerhaven, Germany,
from 1950 to 1953. He served a
year at Eniwetok Atoll during the
1957 atomic bomb tests. He settled
in the Washington area after that
assignment and served in the ad-
jutant general’s office in the Penta-
gon. He was director of administra-
tive services in the Military Traffic
Management Command when he
retired. 

Among his awards were a Bronze
Star Medal and the Legion of Mer-
it. 

In 1964, he began purchasing
land in Jefferson County, W.Va.,
and became a developer and home
builder as a second career. He de-
veloped the Shenandoah River
communities of Riverside and Avon
Bend. He also bred and raced
horses in West Virginia and Mary-
land.

Survivors include his wife of 67
years, Blanche Glymph of Alexan-
dria; a son, James Glymph Jr. of
Avon Bend, W. Va.; two grand-
children; and four great-grandchil-
dren. 

— Patricia Sullivan

Bertha Elizabeth Hamilton
Cook

Bertha Elizabeth Lickey Hamil-
ton, 75, who was a corporate and
restaurant cook, died Sept. 27 of
complications of diabetes at Jef-
ferson Memorial Hospital in Ran-
son, W.Va. She lived in Charles
Town, W.Va. 

Mrs. Hamilton, who was known
as Libby, was born in Loudoun

County and later lived in Rockville.
She worked for several years as a
cook with the Marriott Corp. in
Reston and at the Leesburg Restau-
rant. 

She lived in Leesburg from 1975
to 2003 and was a member of Lees-
burg Baptist Church.

Her first husband, George Wil-
son Cline, died in 1975.

Her second husband, James W.
Hamilton, died in 1997.

Survivors include two sons from
her first marriage, Robert Foster
Cline of Charles Town and Ronald
Lee Cline of Frederick; four sisters,
Mary Catherine Cummings and Pat
Kent, both of Leesburg, Rose Mae
Robert of Canton, N.Y., and Mil-
dred Lickey of Lecanto, Fla.; five
brothers, Stanley Lickey of Purcell-
ville, Ralph Lickey of Manassas,
John Paul Lickey of Lovettsville,
and Tommy Lickey and Lee Lickey,
both of Leesburg; five grandchil-
dren; and one great-granddaughter.

— Matt Schudel

David R. Holmes
Army Lieutenant Colonel

David R. Holmes, 73, a retired
Army lieutenant colonel, died of
cancer Oct. 9 at the National Naval
Medical Center in Bethesda. He
lived in Alexandria.

Col. Holmes served in the Army
from 1956 to 1983 and was a veter-
an of the Vietnam War. He also
served in Okinawa and Naples and
at the Pentagon. 

Col. Holmes was born in New
York City. He graduated from Cor-
nell University in 1956. He received
a master’s degree in international
relations from UCLA in 1965 and a
master’s degree in legislative af-

fairs from George Washington Uni-
versity in 1974. 

He was a member of the Little
Theatre of Alexandria and the Port
City Playhouse. He enjoyed trav-
eling and rooting for the Washing-
ton Redskins, and he was a lifelong
car buff. 

Survivors include his wife of 51
years, Marian deChazeau Holmes
of Alexandria; four children, Ran-
dall Holmes of Boise, Idaho, Robert
Holmes of Boulder, Colo., Rebecca
Walker of Framingham, Mass., and
Jessica Holmes of Housatonic,
Mass; and seven grandchildren. 

— Patricia Sullivan

Doris Kite Scott
Volunteer

Doris Kite Scott, 82, a volunteer
at Fort Myer and a Purcellville resi-
dent, died Oct. 3 at Loudoun Hos-
pital Center. She had breast cancer
and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease.

Mrs. Scott was born in Maple
Shade, N.J., and grew up in Illinois.
She accompanied her husband on
his military assignments around
the world and moved to Arlington
in 1967. 

She volunteered with the offi-
cers’ wives club at Fort Myer, was a
PTA member and worked part time
in a gift shop and clothing store.
She settled in Loudoun County in
1989.

Her husband of more than 50
years, retired Army Chief Warrant
Officer 4 William Scott, died in
1999.

Survivors include a son, Richard
Scott of Falls Church; a sister; and
two grandchildren.

— Matt Schudel


